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The United Mine Workers Association appears poised for a strike against Patriot Coal, Arch Coal,

Peabody and anybody else involved in acurrent struggle over retiree benefits. Several thousand

e W O 1 Ve 3 A it A o . e 4 410 At

members of the union gathered at Charleston's riverfront Tuesday bracing for what they say will

be a long and bitter fight.

“We didn't want this fight,” said one union leader who revved up the crowd at Charleston's Haddad

Riverfront Park. "But if they were looking for one, they came to the right place!"

UMWA members are angered over movements by Arch Coal and Peabody Coal Corporation.
They claim those St. Louis based companies deliberately established Patriot Coal as a subsidiary
in 2007, and then quietly moved all of Arch Coal and Peabody Coai retirees under the Patriot
umbrella. Patriot earlier this year filed for bankruptcy. Union leaders say that was the plan from

the beginning

http://www.wvmetronews.com/news.cfm?func=displayfullstory&storyid=549 14 9/21/2012
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"Only five percent of the pensioners who are retirees of Patriot Coal ever worked for Patrior
Coal," said UMWA President Cecil Roberts at the microphone Tuesday. "How can you be retireg

from a company you never worked for?"

Tuesday's rally moved from the riverfront into the streets of Charleston. The union members
streamed down Virginia Street and amassed in front of the Robert C. Byrd Federal Courthouse.
While they rallied outside, inside the courthouse a change of venue hearing was underway via

teleconference in a New York City federal courtroom. The union wants the court proceedings in

Patriot's bankruptcy case, along with their challenge, to be moved from a federal court in New
York City to Charleston Federal Court.

"Is there coal in New York City? Is there a coal mine in New York City? Is there a longwall in New
York City? Is there a pensioner in New York City?" Roberts railed as he whipped up the crowd.
“This hearing needs to be moved right over here, don't hide in New York "

UMWA officials maintain those most impacted by the bankruptcy would stand a better chance of
getting a fair hearing in Charleston where Patriot does business rather than far away in New York

City where they believe their voices will never be heard.

Throughout the crowd rank and file miners tatked openly about the possibility of the dispute
turning into a strike.  Many UMWA miners currently on the Patriot payroll, but presently laid off,

said they were ready to man a picket line today.

"They're threatening to take everything I've got," said one worried miner only months away from
retirement. "They could take every single one of our benefits and if they do. those non-union
miners who are working for Patriot wilt lose their retirement and healthcare too. The only reason

they have it now is because of what we've done "

UMWA top official and state House of Delegates member Mike Caputo was more direct in his

discussion of the matter.

‘I have a message for Patriot, Peabody,and anybody else who wants to get in the way," Caputo
said in a fiery speech from the podium. "l will go to Federal #2. | will go to any mine in southern

West Virginia and we will SHUT YOU DOWN. They cannot win this fight!"

http://www.wvmetronews.com/news.cfm?func=disp1ayfullstory&storyid=549 14 9/21/2012










